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FOREWORD 



This is but one in a series of reports dealing with different 
aspects of educational attainment, or lack thereof, of a group of Manitoba 
High School Youth. 

Current interest in high school students, particularly their educa- 
tional and occupational aspirations, stems from a broader interest in 
social change. Clearly the underlying assumption is that the higher the 
level of education the better prepared our youth will be to cope with the 
technological and social changes taking place. 

The author 3 of these reports clearly accept the "goodness" of 
higher education. Nevertheless, these studies do provide us with em- 
pirical facts about the educational and occupational aspirations of the 
youth studied. 

These facts are being provided for the benefit of our "social 
engineers" who have the difficult job of designing action programs that 
equip our people to cope with the rapidly changing conditions of our 
society. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 



The automated industry of Twentieth Century Canada requires 
skilled personnel. An educational system that trains a high proportion 
of potentially able youLh is a means whereby this modern industrial 
requisite will be satisfied. Yet youth must be motivated to take 
advantage of educational opportunities; an antecedent of attainment 

is aspiration . 

During the Spring of 1964 a research project was undertaken in 
Manitoba to determine the factors associated with varying levels of 
aspiration among high school youth. Questionnaires were completed 
by 1844 senior high school students. These grade Eleven and Twelve 
students were from three areas of the province: 1) the rural Interlake 

region; 2) the rural Central Plains region; 3) two suburbs of met- 
ropolitan Winnipeg - Fort Garry and North Kildonan . (See Figure 1) . 

The questionnaires provided measures of the educational and 
occupational aspiration levels of the students. Tae educational 

Vor a thorough discussion of the research instrument and the 
survey method see: L.B. Siemens, The Influence of Selected Family 
Factors on the Educational and Occupat i onal Aspiration Levels o 
Hieh School Boys and Girls, Winnipeg, University of Manitoba, 1965, 
pp. 45-56. A copy of the questionnaire appears in this report. 
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aspiration level was determined simply by a respondent's statement 
of desired further education, while the occupational aspiration level 
was obtained by utilizing Haller's Occupational Aspiration Scale.* 

An earlier report of this Manitoba data discussed the relationship 
between the aspiration levels and the family backgrounds of the 
respondents. The author of the report, having pointed up the need 
to motivate youth to acquire the education and skills commensurate 
with the requirements of the modern work environment, endeavored 
to trace variations in aspiration levels to various aspects of family 
life. The underlying assumption was that the family was the key to 
the socialization of youth, the source of the values and attitudes 
that are reflected in the aspirations of young people. 

The family- related variables that were examined included: size 
of community of orientation, socio-economic status, father's and 
mother's educational attainment, extent of parental encouragement 
of post- high school education for their children, normal as opposed 
to broken home situations, and ethnic and religious backgrounds.^ 

These variables were examined in relationship to both educational 
and occupational aspiration levels. With the exceptions of family ethnic 

^Archibald O. Haller, Irwin W. Miller, The Occupational Aspiration 
Scale: Theory, Structure, and Correlates , East Lansing, Michigan 
State University Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin 288, 1963. 

^Siemens, op. cit. 

3 

Ibid . , p. 1 . 









